
Balderson Award for Support of Public Health Leadership Development

This award is presented annually to an individual who plays an important role in the support and
promotion of the public health leadership institutes and/or public health leadership in general.  This
individual may influence or impact leadership institute curriculum and/or culture, serve as a liaison to or
partner with state/regional/national public health leadership programs, advocate for public health
leadership, and most important of all, exemplify the qualities of Tom Balderson (dedicated, patient,
ethical, positive, attentive, passionate, loyal, and motivating).

DIANE WEBER, BS, RN
National Public Health Leadership Development Network

2003 Balderson Awardee for Support of Public Health Leadership Development
Nominated by Michael Reid, Director, Public Health Leadership Institute of Florida

Diane Weber of Saint Louis University deserves this award for several reasons. She has been
a tireless and selfless worker for the NPHLDN prior to its formation and throughout its
existence.  Although the leadership of key figures such as Kate Wright and Lou Rowitz was
essential to the Network’s success, I do not believe they would have been as effective without
the thoughtful and thorough work of Diane supporting their efforts.  Her grant writing,
communication with CDC officials, and advocacy for the Leadership Institutes contributed
greatly to their success.  In addition, each of the chairs of the Network’s Executive Committee
(Kate Wright, Dwight Williams, and I) depended heavily on her wisdom and organizational
skills in terms of our Board.  She provides oversight to all the committees and workgroups of
the Executive Committee and ensures that they are informed and active.  Diane has had a
major role in the formation, growth, and success of the National Public Health Leadership
Development Network.  Without her, there might not be a Network and so many Institutes
across the country.  On a local scale, Diane has brought these same formidable abilities to
support the public health leadership program.  In sum, I do not think there has been another
person in the country who comes closer to meeting the guidelines of this Balderson Award for
Support of Public Health Leadership Development.


