
Balderson Award for Support of Public Health Leadership Development

This award is presented annually to an individual who plays an important role in the support and promotion
of the public health leadership institutes and/or public health leadership in general.  This individual may
influence or impact leadership institute curriculum and/or culture, serve as a liaison to or partner with
state/regional/national public health leadership programs, advocate for public health leadership, and most
important of all, exemplify the qualities of Tom Balderson (dedicated, patient, ethical, positive, attentive,
passionate, loyal, and motivating).

NICOLE F. KOZMA, MPH
National Environmental Public Health Leadership Institute,

2008 Balderson Awardee for Support of Public Health Leadership Development
Nominated by Cynthia Lamberth, Director, Kentucky PHLI

Nicole Kozma serves as the Program Coordinator for the National Environmental Public Health
Leadership Institute. In this role, she is the constant force behind both the curriculum and the
administration of the program which is in its fourth year. Her dedication to the fellows and the
outcomes of the program are excellent.  She manages all aspects of the Institute, including
curriculum development, evaluation methods, and Institute resources. Many of the fellows have
difficulty utilizing the systems thinking concepts and Nicole is very patient and motivating in
helping them understand. She is very organized and attentive to details and the learning summits
are always exceptional. The fellows like working with her and like Tom Balderson, she seeks little
recognition for her role in their development. She has a passion for the work we do in the field of
public.

Previously, Ms. Kozma was the Project Manager for the Institute for BioSecurity located at Saint
Louis University, where she was responsible for producing a Smallpox CD-ROM for health care
and public health workers; coordinating and implementing a mock smallpox vaccination clinic;
and was the teaching assistant for the “Bioterrorism: The Public Health Response” course.
Before her career at Saint Louis University, Ms. Kozma was a Community Health Education
Coordinator with Saint Louis County Health Department.  As a Community Health Education
Coordinator, she was involved in developing and evaluating health education curriculum,
recruiting and enrolling program volunteers, and training over 500 individuals annually.

Ms. Kozma completed her Bachelor in Science at Southeast Missouri State University with a
degree in Health Management.  She also holds her Masters in Public Health from Saint Louis
University.  She participates in the National Public Health Leadership Development Network, the
American Public Health Association, and the National Environmental Health Association.  Ms.
Kozma is married and is the mother of two boys.


